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whole, and that two other accemiplished performers were to share the honours of the piece. It was produced on May 27, 1885, and excited much interest.
This creation of Dr. Primrose has always seemed to be one of the most interesting and most original of Irving's characters. It is elaborated and finished to the very highest point, and yet there: is no lack of simplicity or unaffected grace. The character suited him in every way, and seemed to hold completely in check all his little "mannerisms," as they were called. There was a sort of Meissonier delicacy in his touches, and scarcely any other of his characters is so filled in and rounded with unspoken acting that is, by the play of facial expression, gesture, walk, etc. It was indeed a delightful performance, and always holds the audience, which follows the amiable Vicar's successive; e-.molions. These the: actor allows unconsciously, as it were, to escape him, as he pursues his little domestic course unconscious of spectators.
One reason for this ce>mplete success was, e>f course, that Irving, like so many others, had re:ad, known, and fe:lt this engaging character from his childhood, alte>gether outside: dramatic cemditions, though of course it is not every play that enjoys this aelvantage.
It should be added that the piece; had been se>nu:what altered from its first shape, and ne> denibt gainesd from the manager's suggestions. One of the most astonishing things connected with it is the admirably firm and coherent construction, it being laid out in the most effective way. Its various characters are introduced would I like "two capital Fortools"?llickings werety. There were several large theatrical parties. The most noticeable was the one given by Miss K. N. Green, which included many attractive ladies. Ex-Attorney-General Brewster was the centre of quite a large party in the orchestra, including several ladies. A very beautiful bevy was the party given by Miss Hattie Fox, daughter of George S. Fox, which numbered thirty-five. They all had seats in the orchestra circle. Some of the most fashionable people had to be content with seats up-stairs, and there was one party of young ladies in the family circle who were in full dress and went direct in carriages at the close of the performance to the dancing class. Altogether, such a notable and brilliant first-night audience has not been seen in the Opera House for many years." 'ovation,' as it  is called, which greeted the ,                            veteran as he presented himself in a small character. flat surface ; they diminish   ;
